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Angry drivers jam Agrodome

Continued from page 1 fication socially, morally or economically

whai we think is right, not what the people
want.""

Cibson reminisced about the last politi-
cal meefing on the Agrodome stage, a
four-party debaie on marality during the
election campaign.

“Now one party is missing—unforfunate-
Iy they're the one that was elected as gov-
ernment,” he said. “McGeer called last
week's rally (at Surrey high school which
was attended by about 4,000 people) “hys-
teria’ — | don't call it that.”

. Gibson suggested that, in order for ICBC
“to stand on its own feet," funds should
gither be taken from other government
programs or gascline tax should be raised
aid funpelled into ICBC.

“But the answer is to raise the exira
money we need — not ‘ake from the social
programs — and put a special {ax on gas,
plus only moderate premium incredses,”
he said.

Gibson urged drivers fo write, call or
visit their MLAs to discuss the hikes if
they want “to get something done.”

“It's not too late to change — the gov-
ernment claims it is. but it's not,” he said.
“Three or four weeks ago they said it was
administratively impossible to make term
payments but now they've found out it's
not— particularly if they can make 13 per
cent interest on it.”

New Westminster NDP MLA Dennis
Cocke, former health minister and ICBC
director, told the crowd there was no justi-

PM criticized as controversial

Continned from page 1

countries, the prime minister said he
didn't have time to visit any more bul
added: “Now that it (the four) is over, |
think the choice was a very wise one,"’

While he admitted he could report no
breakthroughs as a result of his discus-
sioms on multilateral questions, he said he
is enthusiastic about progress in bilateral
areas, particularly with Venezuela. He
said Canadian businessmen he met while
in Caracas share this enthusiasm.

The prime minister stated that while
frade relationship with Mexico and Cuba
are only being strengthened, there is a
possibiltiy of new relationships with Vene-
zuela which up to this time have been
dominated by oil exports from this coun-
1ry to Canada.

-7« But he warned that the private sector in
*Canada must use the chanpels which he
:;has opened.

«* From Canada's point of view the falks

with Perez appeared to be most produc-

tive, said government officials. The presi-
dent agreed Lo help cut Canada’s big Ven-
ezuelan trade deficit of about $1.25 billion
a vear by buying more Canadian goods
andd services. He also voiced assurance for
a Canadian quola on Venezuelan oil ex-
ports

A joint Canada-Venezuela economic

Macdonald predicts inflation
can be held to 8 per cent

Continued from page 1

co-operate with the program, we want to
see it work.”

Federal Finance Minister Donald Mac-
donald told the finance ministers that he
expects the Canadian economy fo grow
slowly bui steadily.

Macdonald estimated that the rate of in-
flation, currently just under 10 per cént,
will drop to eight per cent by the end of
the year and that real growth will rise to
45 to 5.5 per cent in the 197677 fiscal
vear. Increases in productivity will aver-
age about two per cent.

The eight-per-cent plus two-per-cent fig-
ure released by Macdonald are precisely
the numbers used by the anti-inflation
board in caleulating acceptable wage in-
creases. However, Macdonald said, his de-
partment’s estimates for economic per-
formance were nol necessarily tailored to
meet the goal of the anti-inflatior: board.

Macdonald based his prediction on the
strong upturn in the American and Japa-
nese markets and improved performance
in Europe. Housing starts are also ex-
pected fo rise dramatically with the hope
that the goal of 235,000 housing starts for
1976 will be reached.

However, interest rates will be high and
unemployment, at more than seven per
cent, i5 unlikely to change significantly,
Macdonald said.

He said that high irterest rates reflect
government restraint in monetary policies,
Canada will restrict the growth of the
money supply and high interest rates are

Olympic contingency plan bared

Continued from page 1

University of Montreal is another possibili-
ty.

But Killanin reaffirmed his belief fhat
the Games will go as originally planned,
with baoth track and field and swimming in
the main complex.

“‘We are not talking of contingency plans
as much as catastrophe plans,” Killanin
said.
ous Games sites, including Mexico’s Ra-
mirex Vasquez, an architect by profession,

Woman killed in crash

A Z2l-yearwld Vancouver woman was
killed early Sunday when the car in

~ which she was riding collided with a
+ parked car in the 4500 block Granville,

Ny

Lucia Kincaid, of 1446 West Thirteenth,

Udied of head injuries. Her hushand Alan,

32, treated in hospital and later released,
has been charged with impaired driving.

last
of 20,000 Cubans at Cienfuegos.

several fimes his Cuban
imply

for the higher rates.

“It's viciousness. pure and simple.” he
said. “Remember, it (ICBC) was started
by the NDP. Thereifore, in their {lhe Soc-
red government’s) eves it must be dis-
eradited and destroved, if possible.

“They inherited a good corporation and
the raies were set (at about 19 per cent
over 1975) for this year,” he said. “ICBC
could have forged ahead.

“It had growing up fo do . .. the largest
insurance company in Canada couldn’t get
along without a few problems.”

Cocke charged the Socred government
was “playing politics” with drivers’ wal-
lels bLecsuse the parfy is “controlled™ py
large corporations.

“Autoplan doesn't belong to the NDF or
the Liberal party or the Conservatives or
even the Social Credit,” he said.

“*Autoplan belongs to you — keep it!"

He received a standing ovation.

Another standing ovation went to Ald.
Harry Rankin, who urged all B.C. drivers
to band together to convinee the govern-
ment the rates must be rolled back,

“You've turned out en mass today nd
the momenfum can't fall away,” he said
“This meeting must grow so that 25,600
people will rally on the lawns of the legis-
lature in Victoria."

Rankin said that, when he firsl heard
about the huge increases, he iried to re-
solve in his mind: “What demented person
did this?"

“1 found out it was Marie-Antoineile
McGeer, who does research in neurology

commission is to be set up. Both Mexico
and Venezuela are in the market for rail-

way equipment that Canadian companies

hope to sell.

The Cuban visit aroused the most con-
troversy, especially Trudeau's shouted
wish, in Spanish, of long life for Castro
Wednesday before a chanting crowd

Although he reaffirmed Canada’s dis-
agreement with Cuba’s ml]ahn interven-
tion in the Angola civil war, Trudeau said
visit did not
approval of Castro’s foreign poli-

cies. “We agreed fo disagree,” he said.

Even so, there was press criticism in
Venezuela that Trudeau was foo friendly
to Castro, who is suspected in some quar-
ters here of still planning to export his
brand of communism to other Latin Amer-
ican countries.

Castro himself told Trudeau that revolu
tion cannof be exported because it must

at the University of B.C..,” he said. “They

were short of funds at one iime and so he
had to use his own brain for research and
he never got it back into his head again.”

Renkin predicled the ICBC hikes
marked (he beginning of many altacks on
the standard of living of working and poor
peaple

“The government will increase gas and
hydro rates.. . they're gaing to cut down
transit, hire no more drivers,” he said
adding that bus fares will probably be
daubled.

“You can't afford your car, you'll pay

for an inferior fransit system, so then
thev'll say: ‘Buy a frack siit and jog to
work." "

Svd Thompson, president of the Vancou-
ver and District Labtr Council and the
Vancouver local of the International Wood-
workers of America, said he’s convinced
the government will lower the rates il
drivers continue {0 pressure Vicloria.

He said the rates were unacceptable fo
organized labor and are *“‘grossly unfair,”
particularly for voung people.

Thompson, who co-chaired the rally with
White Rock fisherman Jim Black, said
later a collection taken to help pay for the
renial of the building netted $5,000.

Len Guy, secretary-treasurer of the B.C.
Federation of Labor, called for continued
petitioning of the government for a maxi-
muimn 20-per-cent hike, rallies in each con-
stituency to discuss insurance rates and a
demonstration and meeting with the cabi-
net in Victoria.

Like Gibson, Guy told the crowd to con-
tact each MLA and ask for a rollback.

tour ends

“We must be alert fo those who are low-
ering their ideological guard and indulging
in the puerile game of playing games with
Havana."

The magazine was attacking the govern- «

ment of Forbes Burnham of neighboring
Guyana for allowing Cuban military air-
craft flying to and from Angola to land in
that country.

Trudeau said Friday he doesn't know
whether Cuban planes have been landing
in Gander, Nfld., to refuel but added that
the Cubans have been told not to use, and
arée not using, Canada as a ‘staging
area" to move troops to Angola.

in his major speech during Trudeau's
visit, Perez reminded his Canadian visitor
that Canada had signed in Helsinki only
six months ago a document stressing the
right of nations to determine their internal
and external political condition “without
external pressure.”

FORMER B.C. LAWYER Energy chief advised NDP
against refinery, letter shows

WINS $132,146 FOR $24

A former Kamloops lawyer en route {o a
new job in Toronio is $132,146 richer —
thanks to a $24 be! he made at a racetrack
in Tijuana, Mexice, on Jan. 18.

lan Meikle, 34, who was a pariner in the
law firm of Meikle, Shupe and Blair, cor-
recily picked the winners of the fifth
through 10th races at Caliente park.

But he left the track before learning of
his payoff, believed 10 be a record for the
track.

Meikle's former partner, lawver Terry
Shupe, confirmed his win today and said
Meikle was currently on his way {o a new
job in the legal division of IBM in Toronto
and could not be reached.

Meikle learned of his winning ticket
from friends in San Diego.

CRTC hearing

Continued from page 1

language station could be placed on chan-
nels 2 and 8. Using both channels will
make sure viewers everywhere in tie
Vancouver area will be able o receive the
new station.

He said Western Approaches, a new

Vancouver station scheduled to begin
broadcasting in September, could be

placed on Cable 7 which is currently occu-
pied by KIRO TV from Seattle.

In turn. he said, KIRO could be placed
on cable Channel 12, which is also unoccu-
pied. Although reception on Cable 12 might
be poor it is better than removing recep-
tion altogether, he said.

Raines said he is very much in faver of
a French-language station in the Vancou-
ver area.

Both Raines and Phillips supported the
retention of educational Channel 9.

“I think PBS (Channel 9) provides the
best programming with the possible ex-
ception of one hour a week on CTV," SAID
Phillips. The remark, which sparked
laughter from the large audience, referred
to CTV's weekly W3 show, which features
Carole Taylor, the mavor's girl-friend.

Boyle said he agreed “in principle” that
competition is good for the Canadian
broadcast industry but he said Canada has
large geographical areas which must be
served by limited risources.

He said that the two Canadian networks
are irying to expand their services and re-

Sun Victoria Burean

VICTORIA — Transport and Communi-
cations Minister Jack Davis foday re-
leased a letier from B.C. Energy Commis-
sion chairman Andrew Thompsen written
to the former NDP government which was
highly critical of its plan to build a refin-
ery

The letter, written April 22, 1975, to then
attorney-general Alex Maedonald, at-
tacked the refinery proposal on a number
of grounds.

Thompson said that it would lose money,
create surplus capacity, discourage peirg
leum conservation and préclude a redue-
tion of the province's dependency on high

gets petitions

corporate affairs, admitted that the pet-
work was taking @ risk ordering equip-
ment for the French language station in
advance of approval from the CRTC.

But he said it was a necessary gamble
because the CBC has been ordered o con-
plete its accelerated coverage in five
years.

The plan is a mandate to the CBC from
the federal government to serve all groups
of 30 or more with broadcasting in the
mother tongue of the majority.

Fraser said the equipment, which in-
cludes a transmitter and studio [acilities,
would be used elsewhere if the application
is denied.

Raymond David, vice-president and gen-
eral manager with the CBC's French se-
ries, said the station will be on the air by

July
pic games™ — if approval is granied.

David, who spoke in French, was greet-
ed with shouts of “English please” from a
woman in the audience, who said she had
the right to hear him in her mother
tongue,

David admitted that the station's locally
produced programming would amount at
first to only 10 minutes a day.

He said the objective is “at least five
hours a week of news and public affairs
programs' when money becomes avail-
able.

1 — ‘—‘in time to broadeast the Olym-

cost oil and a shiff to B.C.'s own energy
resources of natural gas and coal,

Davis* said Thompson had sent him the
letter shortly after he assumed responsi-
bility for energy.

He said it constituted the only substan-
tial analysis that he has so far seen on
whether the refinery should proceed.

Davis said he was releasing the letler
in light of a Vancouver Sun editorial
suggestion: that he produce all relevant
files in connection with the refinerv. He
also said that he wished to refute the
claim by former B.C. Fetroleum Corp.
head James Rhodes that the former gov-
ernment had never received any critical
analysis of its refinery plans.

Davis said he was reluciant 1o release
other contents of the file because they be-
longed to the former government. How-
ever, ke said the technical studies he has
so far seen are “the kind of studies you do
once yout have decided to proceed. Not
much went fo the heart of the situation.

“I have yet fo come across a broad-
based study whether the new refinery was
essential. This letter questions if, and it
comes from the organization the former
government established to advise it on en-
ergy matters."

Davis said he would be taking the mat-
ter of the refinerv io cabinet shurlh and
he repeated earlier statements that he
would be very surprised if the new govern-
ment proceeded with it.

The Thompson letter said the refinery.
forecast to cost 8350 million, would likely
have a surplus of at least 50,000 barrels a
(..l -

The refinery, which was to have a ca-
pacity of between 83,000 and 100,000 bar-
rels a day, would create a situation of ex-
cess supply in the province and would
have to take about 50,000 barrels a day
away from the market of existing refiner-
ies, the letier said.

“So long as there is a situation of excess
supply in British Columbia, it should be

expected that the new refinery, with high
capital costs, will run at a loss," Thomp-
son continued.

“This situation would certainly be ad-
vantageous to British Columbia consum-
ers, but it will make it hard to justify the
refinery as a viable government enter-
prise,"’

quire support from the CRTC lo protect
their interesis.
R. C. Fraser, vice-president for CBC

Credit union robbbed

A lone bandit armed with a handgun es- |

. Thedearold Empress,bless
herheart,invites you for amodest
fewdaysin her castle by the sea.

The president agreed with Trudeau’s po-
sition that countries of different ideologies
and political philosophies should co-

come {rom the people directly concerned
if it is to succeed

The influential Venezuelan magazine
Resumen, which argued in today’s edition
that Cuba is more a dangerous threat to
Latin America than Che Guevara’'s type of
open intervention in {he 1960s, didn't men-

operale, but added that this is not accepia-
when controversy over doctrines in-
‘the use of violence.”

bie
cludes '

caped Saturday with about $500 from the
Greater Vancouver Credit Union, 1344
West Broadway

Police said the man is described as
about 20 vears old, six feet tall and 170
pounds, with medium-length blond hair.

tion Trudeau by name specifically. But it
declared in an artiele coinciding with the |
Canadian leader’s visit:

freedman
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the “inevitable results,” he said,

The high balance of payments deficit is
expected 1o remain at present levels [or
1076, he said.

Wolfe said B.C.
federai government’s

the
tax

will still

export

fight
levy

OPEAK
FRENC

APRIL 30

We'll have you speaking Franch® by April 30
And we can say this because of the Berlitz method

The Empress, warm elegant old
thing thatshe is, just loves.to
have couples in for astay

So mugch o, she's offering a
luxurious § days and 2 nights-of
wide hallways and high ceilings
With two lush breakfasts per
person and one intimate dinner in
her castie by the sea. All for just
$46.50 each (based on double
occupancy)

She's also arranged for Gray Line
to give you a tour of Victoria.

A city of gardens, beaches and
quiel charm.

Sodon't keep the Empress
waiting,

For reservations, contact your
local CP Hotels Reserve a Room
Office, or your travel agent. Or
write The Empress Hotel,
Victoria, B,C, VBW 1W5
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which is part of the fedéral anti-inflation ol )
package, but stressed that B.C. will not re- e o Mo e sicizaacsion Foreachofyou.
fuse to join the program if it doesn't get @ Amalfi @ Dantonio = Inthe castle by the sea.
115 way.
The federal levy, which taxes away prof- | § @ Selby @ Chorles
its earned from windfall increases in ex- | 5 & pecarlo jove | THEF
port prices. was announced last December ° @ oy H MP;{ESS
and applies to all exports except oil and % ) CP ok iy

natural gas. LADIES
Wolfe said B.C. will agk the [ederal gov-
ernment o set aside the levy indefinitely.
“We feel it doesn't have any material
impact on the primary motivation of this |
program which is to combat indlation,” he |
said. **We don’t think it will have an im- |
portant effect on inflation in Canada and if
holds serious complications for our prov-
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SCHOOLS OF LANGUAGES

791 Dunsmuir Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

TELEPHONE 685-9331
Translation and interpretation services.

*German = Spanish — ltalionete . . .-
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as proposed by the two weslern provinces

“I don’t think we could consider a -
tion of dropping the export levy altogeth-
er,”” Macdonald said. “That would be 1n-
fair to other firms in Canada, even {o
other firms in the province."

Macdonald said the B.C. mining indus-
try, one of the foremost vietims of the
levy, is not being hampered by the federal
tax by the decrease in world prices. He
said the price of copper on the internation-
al market has dropped from $1.50 a pound
to 53 cents.

mirex Vasquez, an artichect by profession,
and Germany's Willie Daume, were confi-
dent Montreal could come through on
schedule despite the problems of the last
18 months which delayed construction of
the main stadium and swimming pool.

Vasquez said: “Five months before the
1968 Games opened, there were doubls we
would be ready. We had to present a simi-
lar report fto the 1I0C as Montreal has
done. I'm sure the Canadians will be
ready on time.”

Galdbloom repeated what he said here |
last Saturday:

“The main stadium will be ready, nol
absolutely ready, but ready. Some ele- |
ments will be added later, but everything
will be ready for the athletes and the pub- |
lie.”

Swimming and frack and field are the
only two of the 21 sports in the Olympic
program which have been in doubt be-
cause the facilities are not complete.
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Orange is Beautiful Nonstops to California.

People choose us for our china,
our

silver and our international
cuisine. It's nice to be loved.
Maorning, Noon. And night.




