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Sunday business

crackdown vowed

By RANDY GLOVER

City council voted Tuesday to erack
down on retail siores remaining open on
Sundays

The action came v Ald. Jack Volrich
said the situation was getting out of hand

“The provincial Lord’s Day Act 15 being
openly abused."” he said

Counell vote #-1 in lavor of a motion ree
ommended by Volrich, with only Ald, Fritz
Bowers opposed. Aldermen Arl Cowie and
Warnetl Kennedy were absent

Volrich's motion contained two propos-
als for acting against the -retail stoves.
These wete:

® The city
cial attorney-general for a geperal fiat
or permission under the Lord’s Day Act to
prosecute slores remaining open on Sun-
day. Under existing legislation. the eily
must apply to the atlorney-general for
permission each fime it wants 10 prose-
cute specific stores.

® City solicitor Charles

apply tb (he provin

Fleming expand

the citv's own shops closing bylaw to
an St

pravide for the closing of stiops
tay

In an
meeting
bylaw had been amended it would no long

er require provinclal authority (o prose

interview following the council

1 5aid that once the city’s

Volri

cute under the Lord's Day Act

The Lotd's Dayv Act is federal legisly-

tion, but no prosecution Ny be beoun
under it without the leave of the atfornes
eneral of the province in lich the of-

+ f [ y
fanee iz alleged to have been committed

Volrich said theé present situation is so
critical that is needed
under the provincial aet

The Ontario government
acted to crack down on Sunday openings,
Volrich said,

Under new legislation which became el-
fective Jan. 1, Ontario stores remaining

on Sunday face a maximum fine of

immediate action

has already
7

open
$10,000, he said

B.C. fines for violation of Sunday open
ine restrictions will also have o be n-
vreased, Volrich added

“The ctrrent penalty of $40 Is complete
v ineffective.” he said

Volrich said he intendS 1o discuss the
matier pe illy with Attornev-General
Giarde Gardom and give him a list of city
stores which have openly ated the

Lord's Day Act
He said the maijc
day ¢
and &
There w!

tion in council

‘I heard clank

A man charged with resisfing sarrest
during an ineident in which his cousin was
shot and killed by an off«duty RCMP offi-
cer appeared for trial Tuesday in North
Vancouver provinclal court.

Bruce William Edgar, 26, of Lillocel,
also is charged with assanlting Constable
Garty Mydlak and with operating a motor

while his blood aleohol

* violators of the Sun-
» peladd furnifure stores
nent stores

ttle debate on Volrieh's mo

Bowers did nol

Tuestda

level was

vehicle
more than .08 per cenl

Edgar was charged following a July 25
incident in which William Miles Hamilton,
2. of 313 East Fifth, North Vancouver,
was [atally shot in the chest during an al-
tercation at Fromme Road and Wendel
Place in Lynn Valley.

Mydlak who lived nearby, teslified Tues-
day that he was awakened from his sleep
in the early hours of July 25 by the sounds
of squealing tires and went ouiside to in-
vestigate

He said

trousers

he pulled o and a
swealer, took his wallel with RCMP
identification badge and his service re-
volver, which he said he had not fired
for [ive years, ano waiked oul barefool (o
find a truck driven by Edgar.

Mydlak told the courl he felt Edgar was
impaired and placed him under arresi.
Hamilton, he said, had come along on foot

explain his opposition lo the motion, but
wnen Volrich: first proposed such a crack-
down last year Bowers Said he feared this
would resull in Gastown slores being
forced to close on Sunday,

Last year. council supported another
motion by Velrich that the city prosecute
slores remaining open on Kemembrance
Day

in other business Tuesday, council ap-
proved a B.C. Hydro proposal for a rail-
truck terminal on the north shore of False
Creek.

But the approval was subject to Hvdro's
board of directors agreeing to move out of
Lthe area by Dee, 31, 1986,

Council demanded the deadline so the
terminal will not interfere with plans for
housing and recreation on the north shore
of the creek,

The Hydro propesal will, however, free
land on the north shore of the creek for a
bypass route into the downtown peninsula.

This, in turn, will allow the city lo re-
route etosstown traffic currently moving

sion.

It is not vel clear how the city will fi-
nance the $1 million cost of the roa
.!I'-,l_'ib {I‘.-'.l.'g']'_ Wil e: igide |‘I_'T"!_"' sl
fused to. comply with cily fire bylaws will
not be granted business licences this vear
uniess they come to terms with the cify.

it Hotel

Denied licenees were the Vang
645 Main, and the Ivanhoe Hotel, 10338
Main

Counell turned down a $3,500 grant to
the Brock House Society after Aldermen
Volrich, Bowers and Mike Harcourt voted
aguinst it. The grant required at least
eight alfirmative votes on counci.

The attempling to secure
Brock House on Poinl Grey Road as an
activity centre for senlor citizens.

Harcourt said he opposed the grant
hecatige sociaty members orlginally prom-

soeclety is

ised they would bhe entirely self-
supporting.
A bonus

scheme (o protect low-cost

nousing in Kitsilano was referred for dis-

Cussion o council ousing camnritiese.

The scheme would encourage developers
r apartment buildings if they

Lo build ta
set aside a number of unils for senior citi-

zens, the poor and the handicapped

It was referred to the commiltee after
Ald. Darlene Marzar said she didn’t think
proposed regulations were specific enough
people

about the criteria for “*low incomme’™

w0 would benefit

and drew gun’

andl there was a confrontation between the
Iwo men and the constable that went on
for aboul 10 minutes.

Mydiak said that during this time he re-
peatedly told the pair he was a police offi-
cer and to “be cool” but when he heard
*a melallic clanking™ and thought Hamil-
ton had taken a gun from the {ruck, be
drew his service weapon from his waist,

Mydlak said that when Hamilton came
toward him he fired a warning shot inlo
the air. He then fired three more shots in
rapid succession, he said, and two struck
afd killed Hamilton.

At one point, Mydlak said, Edgar at-
tacked him and struck him several times.

The constable testified that he adopted a
zig-zag patlern of retreat from a standard
police defensive crouch position and aimed
his weapon at the heads of the two men o
stop their advance.

He sald he was trying to hold off the two
nen until the arrival of an RCMP patrol
car which he had summoned by phone be-
fore leaving his house

Mydlak testified the three shots fired in
less than two seconds came when the pair
closed in on him, Edgar from the left and
Hamilton from the right.

The trial was to continue: loday

Ih:‘_ ::'7! Mac REYNOLDS

THE MILKMANS CART WITH THE
Boy Scout dragging from the reins of ils
runaway cob sideswiped a brewer's
team, a hackney coach and a gentleman’s
landau before collapsing on a broken axle.

Immedialely a class of adjusters de-
scended on the scene fo establish damage,
liahility, benefils, exclusions, claims, [aull
andl no-fault

“Another write-off.” sald Elmer Crup-
per, director of the Insurance Corporation
of B.C.'s Equine Contingency Plan. “*And
deciding whether the kid should be classi-
fied as vperator, passenger or hitch-hiker
will take them days."

Crupper already had told me the story
behind Autoplan’s hush-hush project.

As evervone knows, the decision of the
Soctal Credit government (o double or even
iriple auto insurance premiums followed
the report of actuary Byron Straight.

What has not been known is Lhal a se-
crel report o the congeguences ol such a
crippling increase was prépared simulta-
neausly by Byron Straight's smarter
brother

It showed that vehicles powered by in-
ternal combustion would be rapidly sup-
planted by engineless conveyances of the
Victorian era and before,

i

The Equine Contingency Plan grew out
of this projection.

“As [ understand it, Mr. Crupper, what
yvou have built here is a tesl course on
which ICBC adjusters are subjected to the
conditions they can expect to face in the
near future,” 1 said.

*

“EXACTLY,” SAID CRUPPER.
“Right pow these boys don't know a
martingale from a surcingle. They think a
whiplash is something that happens to
volir neck in a rear-ender, for Pete's sake.
We've got to get them thinking buggy!”

“Well, if thisis 1979 by the contingency
plan calendar, how do you see the traffic
on the sireets?”

“By now everything's horse-drawn,”
Crupper said. “The sedan chair made an
parly appearance but it didn't last long. It
had its points, It was labor-infensive and
heaven knows the upemployment needed
something like that.”

“What happened?”

“There wasn't much opposition as long
as the practice was to carry the litters at
knee level. But the minister in charge of
ICBC, Dr. McGeer, had those planes o
ailch for his weekends in Hawaii, remem-

FIVE-POINT DESCENT of beginners’ practice slope

on Grouse Mountain is unconventional technique

— Rob straight Photo

used by four-year-old Lindsay Sommers during
skiing class on mountain Tuesday afternoon.

ICBC report a fight against time

ly JES ODAM

Consulting actuary Byron Straight said
Thursday he did not have lime lo deter-
mine whether Autoplan prémium rates are
fair for different drivers and vehicles,

He said also he would like to have had
more time to cheek ICBC's estimate of
claims costs for next year.

Straight, a 58 year-old mathematiclan-
turned-actuary and part of a trio of well-
known Vancouver brothers, was com-
menting on his repart on the proposed 1976
Autoplan rates,

He was given six days by the new Social
Credit government to do the job and it

HE

ber. It was when he demanded that his liv-
eried porters bear him to the airport at
shoulder height that people began to gel
ugly.”

“But even the horse-drawn vehicles now
in commeon use must make life for ICBC
much simpler,” I said.

“You ore fuddine,” Crupper said. *"Have
“Nothing's changed, The rich are still hog-
ging the roads wilh their big oal-burners.
The kids are drag-racing ponies. The
cabbies in the grawlers are a law unto
themselves, And don't even ask me about
the teamsters!”

“SHIL'T T persisted, “the whole object of
the rate increase was to pul ICBC o a
profitable or break-even hasis. That's
surely been achieved."

“You are kidding,” Crupper said. “Have
you any idea whal it costs now o pul a
new spoke in a wagon wheel? You can't
get a dung cart withoul parting with an
arm and a leg. The biacksmiths are rob-
bing us blind. And if the veis think they
are getting a penny more they're beating
a dead horse!"

I was about to leave — Crupper had a
lesson lo give on evaluation of horse
brasses — when I remembered something.

“Yrhat happened to all those car dealer-
MLAS?" I nsked.

“The projection showed five dealers
going to the gravevard and none coming
back,” said Crupper. “The rubber-tired
hack was pulled by eight black horses har-
nessed to form a V, which 1 thought a nice
toueh.™

“Tasteful, too,” | said.
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was one of his allernative rate structures
that was chosen originally by Pal McGeer,
the cabinet minister responsible for gov-
ernment auto Insurance.

The adopted altemative was the one
which provided for the highest immediate
cost to the motorist, involving amounts
averaging two to 2% times those paid for
197 auto insurance in B.C,

Straight, with a dry wit and a lifetime of
pioneering in the insurance and pension
fields after stints as a teacher and univer-
sity lecturer, said that al any point in his
review he could have stopped and an-
nounced that without more information he
could not coraplete the job.

“But the job had to be done so [ made
what decigions | could in the time avail-
able,” he added.

He said he would have liked to have had
time to do more tests on figures prepared
within ICBC on claims cosis.

“But the variations would not have al-
fected the final recommendations except
in some small quantity,” he added

Straight, educated of Kitsilano High
School and the Universily of B.C,, is a
brother of Vancouver newspapermen Hal
and Lee Straight.

He is the man who estimated the cost
of medicare for the Saskaichewan govern-

ment and who was largely responsible for
the first denticare scheme in B.C.

At one time, he was the only insurance
actuary in B.C. and was a member of the
former Automobile Insurance Board sel
up in 1971 by the previous Social Credil
government,

He belongs to no political party and, as
an example of his sense of humor, once
listed “turkey winner in ChriStmas raffle™
as (he answer to an “honors and awards”
question on a form seeking biographical
details

Straight said that during his examing-
tion of Autoplan he did not have time to go
into the question of equity belween rates
charged for different categories of drivers
and vehicles.

These projections include a 18-per-cent
increase in frequency and severity of
claims and a 23-per-cent Increase in ex-
penses other than agents' commissions.

They also include a sharp drop in invest-
ment income compared with 1974 because
of Autoplan’s deficit and “hopelessly inad-
equate’” premiums in the past,

He said he was told it was not possible
to make changes to the Autoplan program
for 1976 because of lack of fime.

The alternative premium amounts, he
suggested, are siraight percentage in-
creases on rates prepared earlier,
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ACTUARY BYRON STRAIGHT . . . no personal opinions an ICBC

Christopher

THE PLEASURES OF THE TOWN:
PART ONE.

[ must be the only boy in our block who
has never seen a genuine, old fashioned.
shock-your-grandmother “blue" film. Ero-
tica has passed me by. Visual porn has
eluded me. The longshoremen have pever
segn Mt Lo invite me fo their annual smok-
er, and when [ last attended a stag-
party—heid in honor of a forthcoming
wedding—our host regaled us with colored
glides taken during his holiday on Prince
Edward Island.

Nowadays, of course, blue films of a
sort are available to the general public in
a number of small, hole-in-the-corner cine-
mas located among ithe clutter at the
dusty end of the Granville hridge, where
second-hand sex is available at reduced
prices and where disappointment lurks
under every lamp-post.

Theatre row offers something for almost
every faste. This week, for example,
thrill-seekers can see the Hindenburg blow
up with great loss of life, or watch Telly
Savalas destroy his enemies in a variety
of entertaining ways. Down the block,
those who have passed beyond mere vio-
lence can look in on the naked pleasures
of the orient, “filmed with hidden cam-
eras,”” or, for a trifling $3.50, walch a
number of attractive young and middle-
aged people pretend to make love on the
big screen at the Eve,

Who goes to the Eve? Well, I went there
Tuesday afternoon; purely in the interests
of research, you understand. Getting in
was the most disconcerting part of the ex-
ercise

*
AS | FUMBLED FOR MY $3.50 AT THE
wicket — glancing nervously around to

see If anyone who knew mie was passing
by—the ticket-seller, probably the most
jaded tickef-seller on theatre row, regard-
ed me as she might regard a stray cock-
roach on the kitchen sink. I grabbed my
ticket and fled into the anonymous dark-
ness, clutching my peanuts,

The film — the first ilem in a double
bill—was already In progress. A pretty but
lough-looking German girl was contriving
to make love with a chance acquaintance
in the lavatory of a rallway train. A great
deal of what was, in a more innocent age,
called “pinch and tickle" took place, and
then the frantic couple got down to busi-
ness while the theatre seats groaned as
members of the simall audience leaned for-
ward to take it all in. The sound of spilling
popcorn provided a counterpoint to the
eries and Eroans on screer.

You could see at once that the director
faced a vexing problem. Variety, after all,
is the spice of life and with an hour and a
half of film to fill with images, means had
to be found to break the monotony. One
heaving besom tends to look pretty much
like another after 10 minutes or so. Ninety
minutes of non-stop thrashing might prove
trying, even to the most willing victim of
erofomania.

The director solved the problem nicely,
I think, by including a great deal of lush
European landscape between his various
erolic explosions. We saw a lol of rather
pleasant German countryside, some really
stunning footage of Lake Lucerne in Au-
gust and, during a foray into Italy, some
pleasing Veronese townscapes.

*

I WOULD SAY, IN FACT, THAT THE
film was about 8 per cent travel-talk and
15 per cent bawdry. R. W. MecDonald
might very well have been fempted fo say
“Almost totally concerned with architec-
ture,"

The greatest surprise of all came, how-
ever, when the lights went up between fea-
tures. Almost the entire audience consis-
ted of elderly men and women. One de-
tected the odd vouthful face blushing mto
the collar of its trencheoat, but the young
were outnumbered two {o one by the senior
citizens,

Was it nostalgia that brought these old-
sters in out of the weather? Did they come
into the darkness in order to fan a failing
flame or to hold the angel of death at
bay?

Pornography, 1suppose, has its uses for
the lonely, the old, the bored and the unat-
tractive. For some, those ripe shadows up
on the screen are as close as many will
ever come fo the pleasures that the young
and the aftractive fake for granted. For
some of us, the porn’film is an inane and
pointless waste of time. To others, less
fortunate, it provides @ small flame to
warm the hands on a cold day.

Sally Ann fund
gets $300 gift

A 8300 anonvmous donation was one of a
dozen contributions to the Vancouver Sun-
Salvation Army Christmas Cheer Fund
that raised the total to almost £92,000
Tuesday.

The money is used by the Army in its
many projects for the needy.

Latest donors:

Micheile and Mauresn Hille . 540
Elizabeth D, Harringion o, 25,00
Mins A, G. Stawart 100,60
Heather Jo Chufe 13,18
Little Theatre Ciub 555
In memory of Joan .. 10.00
Christepher Vigland 1.5
In mam of Don Bentlay,

Cuna  Mutual Insurance Socipty - 25,00
Anonymeus yws 300.00
Supsning Hills Carollgrs—

Jo-Anna, Garrel;, Suly, Jackie

and Nadine . . 50.00
George Purll; e 20,00
Afriend (Q.ALP) 500

TOTAL s




